N RECENT YEARS "sudden death" has come into the focus of the discussion on ischemic heart disease (IHD). At autopsy, this condition has been considered responsible for some 90% of "medically unattended deaths" following the symptoms of a heart attack in an industrialized community. 1 We would like to draw attention to some ambiguities of the concept of sudden death.
At the present time, the meaning of the attribute "sudden" in this context Categories of death from ischemic (IHD) in a given community. Figure 3 Estimated proportions of medically unattended, medically attended, and unwitnessed deaths from IHD.
>24
heart disease deaths (whether considered medically unattended or not) it was assumed that a comparable proportion of these cases occurred within the time intervals given for the witnessed deaths. It is obvious that factors such as family structure and population density will influence the proportions of witnessed/unwitnessed deaths. Likewise, the organization of medical care and access to it will influence the time intervals for medical attendance. Consequently, the interrelationships among the three compartments are also conditioned by the social structure of various populations. 
